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Abstract 

This report examines the transatlantic slave trade, known as the "Middle Passage," 
through a theological and historical lens. It addresses the profound question of divine 
justice (theodicy) regarding the historic suffering of African people. By centering the 
narrative on resilience, spiritual reclamation, and historical truths, this analysis counters 
oppressive theological misinterpretations used to justify enslavement. 

Historical Context of the Middle Passage 

The Middle Passage refers to the forced voyage of millions of enslaved Africans across 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

●​ Human Cost: Millions of Africans were forcibly removed from their homelands. 
●​ Conditions: Enslaved individuals faced extreme overcrowding, disease, and 

systematic dehumanization. 
●​ Mortality Rates: Historians estimate that 10% to 15% of captives died during the 

transit. 
●​ Cultural Disruption: The voyage attempted to strip captives of their languages, 

religions, and identities. 

Institutional Hypocrisy of Religious Sects 

During the era of the transatlantic slave trade, the global religious sector demonstrated 
severe moral compromise and profound hypocrisy. 

●​ Denominational Complicity: Catholics, Protestants, and other major Christian 
sects actively participated in chattel slavery. 



●​ Ecclesiastical Ownership: Churches, religious orders, and missionary societies 
owned, bought, and sold enslaved Black individuals to fund their operations and 
properties. 

●​ Theological Weaponization: Clergy manipulated scripture to create race-based 
justifications, such as the "Slave Bible," removing verses about liberation to 
enforce docility. 

●​ Global Blindness: The institutional world intentionally closed its eyes to the 
systemic atrocities, choosing economic profit and colonial power over 
foundational tenets of human dignity. 

Theological Implications: "God's Truth" 

A critical aspect of analyzing this history is dismantling the biblical misinterpretations 
used by enslavers to justify chattel slavery. 

●​ Universal Dignity: Canonical theological frameworks affirm that all human beings 
are created Imago Dei (in the image of God). 

●​ Theology of Liberation: Modern theological discourse views the survival of 
African diaspora populations as a testament to profound spiritual resilience. 

●​ Theodicy and Suffering: The immense suffering of the Middle Passage prompts 
ongoing theological reflection on human free will, systemic evil, and divine 
justice. 

●​ Spiritual Syncretism: Despite forced conversion attempts, Africans preserved and 
adapted their spiritual traditions, creating resilient faith systems in the Americas. 

Educational Imperative and the Global Conscience 

Preserving the raw historical truth of the Middle Passage serves a vital educational and 
ethical purpose for modern civilization. 

●​ Curricular Necessity: Educational institutions must accurately teach the horrors 
of the slave trade to counter historical revisionism. 

●​ Awakening Global Conscience: Facing these historical atrocities serves as a 
permanent moral anchor for the conscience of the world. 

●​ Prevention of Future Atrocities: Understanding the systemic mechanisms of past 
dehumanization equips global citizens to recognize and halt rising prejudices. 

●​ Protecting Universal Rights: This historical memory acts as a binding vow to 
ensure such profound violations of human rights never happen to any human 
group again. 



Conclusion 

"God’s Truth" regarding the Middle Passage rejects the notion that human enslavement 
was divinely ordained. Instead, historical and theological consensus views the 
transatlantic slave trade as a profound moral failure driven by economic greed and 
masked by religious hypocrisy. The enduring legacy of the African diaspora highlights a 
narrative of survival, spiritual resistance, and the ongoing pursuit of restorative justice. 

 


